CONSULS'   LIBRARIES

We can all learn much more from other countries if we have
access to a good library stocked with the best books and with
standard works of reference. But the P.O. and, for that
matter, the Government of India, do not provide books for
their men in these isolated posts. Each one needs separate
treatment; each should have a certain amount to spend
annually on books which would be bought on charge. Over
a period of years the Consular Library would become a very
valuable asset. The literature on Persia in English and
French is very extensive and there are all kinds of side-lines
about which much has been written, often in obscure periodi-
cals, on which a Consul should be well informed or, at least,
know where to look for information. Some day I shall try my
hand at a Bibliography of Persia.'1

1 A Bibliography of Persia, Wilson (Clarendon Press, 1930).
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